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Readers will be delighted by the developmental history of legendary fighting aircraft, from WWI to

the present day. This book is loaded with full technical specifications, amazing photographs, and

profile artwork for aviations most impressive bombers. Readers can continue their newfound interest

by using the nonfiction features in the backmatter, including For Further Reading and a website

listing.
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Grade 7-9Ã¢â‚¬â€œMilitary buffs will be delighted with this series, which could also serve as a

reference work. The chronologically arranged titles devote a page to each weapon. A large-font title

at the top of the page is followed by a one- or two-sentence statement concerning the subject's

place in history, and is usually followed by a list that includes country of origin, crew, type, launch

date and displacement (in Warships), range, and weight. The narratives describe why and when the

type of vehicle was created, its advantages and disadvantages, when and where it served,

countries that may have purchased or license-built it, and when it was removed from service. Each

entry contains a detailed two-dimensional color drawing and black-and-white or color photo of the

featured vehicle (sometimes, in the case of ships, photos portray a sister vessel); both are

accompanied by extensive captions. Warships has a problem with a couple of questionable dates.

The only general criticism of this series is that the text is crowded as there is often no space



between sentences. Back matter includes a listing of memorials and museums and an excellent

further-reading list. A first purchase where the subject is popular. (c) Copyright 2010. Library

Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Another volume in Rosen Publishing's '101 Greatest Weapons of All Times,' 101 GREAT

BOMBERS by Robert Jackson provide mini-bios, tech specs and illustrations of "101 of the world's

finest bombers" operated over the years by various air forces. Although aimed at readers in grades

7-9, adults will enjoy the mix of data and pix.Arranged in rough chronological order, Jackson's book

features all the usual suspects: Gothas, Vimys, Do 17s, B-17s, B-24s, SBDs, Ju 87s, Vals, IL-2s,

Lancs, B-47s, Vulcans, A-4s, Jaguars, F-117s, etc. The bios are short and sweet, generally

accurate as are the tech specs. Each aircraft rates a color profile - many of which are recycled Art

Tech/Aerospace artwork - and a photograph, some of which are in color. Appendices include a

glossary and sections on 'For More Information" and "For Further Reading."Most of the aircraft

found in 101 GREATEST BOMBERS rate inclusion but I question a few. The Airco DH.9 was a

disaster when introduced over the Western Front. The Vickers Vildebeest was slaughtered when

used against the Japanese in 1941. The Battle was a failure; ditto the Manchester, He 177 and so

on.In any case, if you're looking for a basic introduction to 'heavy metal,' 101 GREATEST

BOMBERS will suffice. Recommended.
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